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liberately and in a very clear hand Colonel X.'s name against
the vacancy, signed the paper, and placed it in the office-box,
signifying that all discussion on the subject must cease.

Though he was always generous and occasionally mag-
nanimous, he would exasperate me now and then by not
doing himself justice, and by omitting to give those graceful
little touches to some of his actions which go so far towards
winning the hearts of those with whom one has to deal. I
remember well one of my first difficult discussions with my
new master. A lady in the Punjab, the widow of an officer
he had known and who had been killed in some frontier
skirmish, wrote him a pathetic letter, saying she had been
left very badly off, and begging Temple to assist her by
giving her son, then an ensign in the army, an appointment
in the Commission. Such appointments were then the most
valuable patronage in India, and proportionately highly
prized. A very young soldier could be appointed thus to
the civil branch of the service without the labour, risk, and
expense of a competitive examination, and he started work
quite young, whilst the competition man was yet working
at college. Save as regards pension, he was every bit as
well off as a civil servant. He could rise to be Governor
of the Province, retaining the while his army rank, and
although he would never set eyes on a soldier, being em-
ployed the whole time purely on civil duty, he would be
promoted through all the grades until at last, after five-
and-thirty years of entirely civil work, he might retire from
the service with the military magnificence and rank of a
Major-General.

The applications for these valuable appointments were
^therefore'numerous, and keeping of the patronage-book was
not the least of my responsible duties. Temple would
receive letters from all parts of the world from those in-
terested in young officers who wished for the loaves and
th0 fishes of " civil employ." When the widow's application
arrived I brought up the patronage-book, with a very long list
of applicants from political friends in England, important